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Now we come to the final section of the Gospel of Luke.  This portion of Luke is loaded with the 

resurrection power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This morning as we see the culmination of this 

portion of Scripture, we will see that the Lord intends to clothe His people with the same kind of 

power that brought forth the Lord Jesus Christ from the grave.  It is an amazing portion of 

Scripture that is ahead of us.   

 

As we come to the conclusion of this record of the life of Christ, allow me to remind you one 

more time of the reason why Luke wrote this Gospel in the first place.  His purpose was to write 

a trustworthy, orderly, credible account of the life of Jesus Christ, based on those who were 

eyewitnesses of what He did and said.  (Luke 1:1-4) 

 

Luke was a physician of the First Century world.  He was a man who knew how to conduct 

research.  He was man of learning.  He was a rational man who knew how to conduct an 

investigation.  This man Luke would have been just as stunned and awestruck in the presence of 

supernatural things as anybody else sitting here today. 

 

The way that Luke presented the early followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, they were the same 

way.  Understand that those early Christians were not men and women darkened in superstition, 

like we have a tendency to view the people of antiquity to be.  They were people who, like Luke, 

had rational minds. 

 

Those men and women, they knew that resurrections did not happen unless it was something 

very, very special and very, very unique, and very, very abnormal.  Here is what is presented to 

us: those men and women did not really believe the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

until the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ was forced upon them by repeated appearances 

of a man brought back from death. 

 

Those men and women continued in bewilderment and even in doubt until it would have been 

absolutely untenable for them to doubt any longer.  They were not so different than us.  What 

took place in this book is stunning to us, and it was stunning to them.   

 

This morning we have yet another of the Lord’s resurrection appearances.  He had left the tomb 

empty.  He had made a handful of appearances already.  He appeared to Mary Magdalene first.  

He appeared to an additional small group of the sisters in the Lord.  At some point that day, He 

appeared to Simon Peter.  Then He appeared to Cleopas and his friend. 
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So there had been a spattering of appearances, but now He going to appear to a house full of His 

early followers.  And guess what?  They still did not believe it was really happening.  They still 

responded like it was nuts.  Did they see a spirit or was He literally and tangibly back from 

death?  They were awestruck. 

 

There are two aspects of what is ahead of us in this portion of Scripture.  Jesus demonstrated to 

them that, No, I am not a phantom.  I am not a ghost.  I am not a spirit.  I am here with you risen 

from death.  Tangibly and touchable.  Jesus still had to get this across to them. 

 

The second part of this is that there were going to be manifestations of the power of God.  The 

power of God would be manifested in two ways, then it would be anticipated in another way.  As 

we see these different manifestations of the power of God, I want for us to understand that the 

power of God is being applied in the same way into the present day. 

 

The power of God remains at work to give understanding.  The power of God is at work to 

empower His people in their witness.  The power of God is at work to stir worship in the church.  

We have some wonderful things that are ahead of us to see. 

 

Let’s now take this story in.  Let’s see what happened as we move into Luke Chapter 24.  Luke 

took us to the early evening of Resurrection Sunday.  It was dinner time and, yes, fish was on the 

menu.  Jesus went behind closed and locked doors, where the eleven remaining disciples and 

many other of His followers were gathered. 

 

Peter probably had seen Him an hour before, and he was amazed.  Cleopas and his friend had 

rushed in maybe about ten minutes before.  They had to hear the disciples talk about Peter and 

his experience.  Then when they finally got their opportunity to share their story, they got 

interrupted again!   

 

Cleopas and his friend kept getting interrupted, first by the rest of the room and then with a 

glorious interruption.  Jesus Himself appeared in that room.  He was there to liven up the party—

pun intended!  Let’s tune in and see what happened.  Luke Chapter 24 and Verse 36: 

 
36

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said 

to them, “Peace to you!”  
37

But they were startled and frightened and though they 

saw a spirit.  
38

And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts?  
39

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.  Touch me, and 

see.  For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  
40

And when 

he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  
41

And while they still 

disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 

eat?”  
42

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43

and he took it and ate before them. 
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 
46

and said to them, “Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 

on the third day rise from the dead, 
47

and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
48

You 
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are witnesses of these things.  
49

And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 

upon you.  But stay in the city until you are clothed with the power from on high.” 
50

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  
51

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  
52

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53

and were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

Thus concludes the glorious Gospel of Luke and the final frame opens up with Jesus giving His 

disciples a massive jump scare.  He came in and He appeared in that room out of nowhere.  

There He was among them sharing Shalom.  Peace be with you. 

 

But the effect of His appearance was the exact opposite of giving peace.  It startled them so that 

they probably resembled cats launching up to the ceiling, wondering what in the world had just 

happened.  They were terrified and startled.  Almost like Star Trek.  Jesus got beamed in and 

there He was behind locked doors. 

 

Last week we read how Jesus suddenly vanished from the sight of the two disciples as they were 

showing Him hospitality.  Jesus took the break and broke it and put it in their hands.  Then they 

perceived that it was Jesus, and, boom, Jesus disappeared. 

 

Someone asked me what had happened there.  Did Jesus slip out or did He literally disappear?  

The text indicates that He literally disappeared.  Somehow His visual physical appearance 

vanished.  Jesus has the ability to do that according to His own will.   

 

Now what we have here is the exact opposite of that.  In the one setting Jesus disappeared and in 

this setting He appeared just as easily.  Somebody might tell me that that’s weird.  I would agree 

that it is kind of weird, but I would use another w word to describe it.  It is a wonder. 

 

It is something wondrous.  It is called a miracle.  This does not happen every day.  No, it does 

not happen every day.  It is a wonder.  It is an astonishing wonderous intrusion of supernatural 

power into the world that God created.  The God who created human life had power to interrupt 

the usual properties of human existence and we see Him doing that here with Jesus.   

 

The big question is: is the property and ability to appear the way that Jesus appeared something 

that was unique to Jesus and the Resurrected Lord, or was it something that the followers of 

Christ can anticipate in their resurrection as well in the Kingdom to come?  I don’t know, but I 

look forward to seeing if it is so. 

 

Jesus had appeared and the disciples all responded how any of us would have responded.  Their 

hearts were pounding out of their chests and they were awestruck and afraid.  They still did not 

believe.  They wondered how it could be.  Jesus appeared.  He did so in a tangible resurrection 

body.   

 

The people in that room behaved like they had seen a ghost.  Jesus addressed that.  He said, I am 

not a ghost.  I am not a spirit.  I am risen.  I am back.  I am here.  We see that He emphasized the 

physical nature of His resurrection.  Jesus said, The spirit does not have flesh and bone as you 
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see that I have.  Jesus was there.  He had biceps and He had femurs.  He had abdominal muscles 

and He had a spinal cord.  Flesh and bone. 

 

In the first portion of what we are reading here in this amazing story is that Jesus took two 

measures to demonstrate to them, to get it through their heads that, yes, He had conquered death 

and was alive in perfect physical form.  That is what happened here. 

 

What were the two measures Jesus took?  First, He invited them to touch Him.  He said, Come 

on.  Get close.  Gather around and touch me.  However, what is interesting is that He guided 

them to particular places on His body that He wanted them to handle.   

 

He told them, Grab My wrists and take a good look at My hands.  What do you see there?  Grab 

my ankles and take a good look at my feet.  Why do you think Jesus led them to investigate His 

hands and His feet?  The scars of the crucifixion were there distinguishing Him from somebody 

else.  They saw the marks and realized that was where the nails went through Him.   

 

There is something that is so lovely and beautiful and wonderful about this.  There was Jesus 

risen and glorified and in perfect physical health.  All of His wounds, punctures, and lacerations 

were healed.  His skin was smooth but just a few scars remains; the scars on His hands and on 

His feet and His side. 

 

The wounds of the crucifixion remained as an enduring and ongoing reminder of the love of 

Jesus Christ the Messiah for His church, for His bride, whom He died on the cross to cleanse and 

redeem.  Someday I expect that we are going to see those wonderful marks on His hands and feet 

and side. 

 

So He told them to come and look.  This text said that they were still disbelieving for joy.  You 

can just capture the tone in that room.  They were touching Him but still saying no way, no way, 

no way, and Jesus was like, Yahweh!  Those of you who have been to Sunday school and those 

of you who have been reading Scripture, you know that God said, I am who I am.   

 

New Testament Greek scholars say that there is a little construction that Jesus often used as 

recorded in the Greek as Ego Eimi.  Jesus had the tendency to go around declaring Himself to the 

Great I Am.  Using that expression, Jesus said here, It is Me.  It is I.  Ego Eimi.  Here was 

Yahweh incarnate risen from death and alive before His disciples.   

 

You can just imagine the atmosphere of joy that filled that room when they were still saying that 

it was too good to be true.  They were disbelieving for joy, then Jesus took the next measure.  He 

asked them if they had anything to eat.  They told him yes and handed Him some broiled fish.  

Jesus took that broiled fish and He consumed it.  He did so demonstrating the tangible nature of 

eternal life in the Kingdom to come. 

 

Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrection.  In Christ, we rise physically.  I imagine that if the 

Lord wills, we might be able to eat fish tacos for all eternity.  Let’s make a brief connection here.  

There they were in that room.  Obviously they had fish.  What was the weekend that Christ was 
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crucified on?  What great Jewish holiday was it?  It was the Passover.  Thus, Christ fulfilled the 

entire issue of the Passover sacrifice.  He is the fulfillment of it.   

 

Now, what feast followed right on the heels of the Passover?  What was connected to it.  What 

came with it?  The Feast of the Unleavened Bread.  The Passover allowed the Jews to get out of 

Egypt.  But they had to go so fast that they did not have time to let the bread rise. 

 

For an entire week after the Passover, the Jews would eat unleavened bread.  Flat bread.  If you 

take a piece of unleavened flat bread, you have to admit that it resembles a tortilla.  A tortilla is 

not too distant from flat bread.  There is a tendency within the human nature to take food and put 

it in bread and consume it that way. 

 

Jesus did not do this at that very moment, but if any of them took a little of that fish and put it on 

a little bit of flat bread, what did they have?  Fish tacos!  I rest my case.  Thank you very much.  

So for fifteen years we have eaten fish tacos to the glory of the Risen Lord.  Yet, we are a very 

patient and gracious people, we also have chicken tacos for those who must have chicken.  

 

There is the spirit of joy that is here in this text, and this is a joy that the people of God will know 

forevermore in the Kingdom of God.  I pray that digging into the details of this passage lifts our 

hearts because there are wonderful things that were happening there in the presence of the Risen 

Christ. 

 

As Jesus continued with them in that room, the conversation began to go in another direction.  

Jesus had plans and purposes for those people.  These were the people that were going to be the 

beginning of a movement that was going to spread across the entire globe.  

 

These people were going to be the ones through whom came the great mission of advancing the 

Kingdom, spreading the Gospel that Jesus Christ saves sinners.  It began here.  They needed 

power from God to see that happen.  It did not happen by them.  It happened by God through 

them.  They needed the power of God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we don’t build the Kingdom.  We receive it.  We are the vessels through 

which God advances it.  So we need power from Heaven; power from the Lord if we are going 

be a part of the mission that Jesus gives to His people.   

 

When we look at what is here in this text, we understand that the resurrection appearances were 

unique to that moment.  We have not seen resurrection appearances of Christ following His 

ascension.  However, the power of Christ continues to advance through this world through the 

church of God, spreading the Good News of the Kingdom. 

 

I want for us to look at what remains in this text because we see Jesus now applying His power 

to His disciples that they might be His messengers.  I want for us to see what the power of God 

does in the body of Christ as we walk with Him in His purposes for us. 

 



6 

 

There are three ways that we see the power of God spoken of and manifested here in this text.  

Let’s read through this text with expectancy, with prayer in our hearts, asking God that He would 

be moving in us and in a wonderful little church like Bethel Grace in these ways. 

 

What does God’s power do?  First, we see here in this passage that it brings clarity to God’s 

Word.  Second, it brings anointing or empowering to God’s witnesses.  Finally, it brings worship 

to God’s church. 

 

What does God’s power do? 

 

1. It Brings Clarity to God’s Word (24:44-47) 

 

It helps us to see with clarity what the central message and force of the Bible is.  We see this as 

we read Verses 44 through 47: 

 
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 
46

and said to them, “Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 

on the third day rise from the dead, 
47

and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
 

Right at the center of this, what we read in Verse 45 is so important.  It says that, 

 
45

…He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures 
 

They needed that and how we need that too.  Jesus opened their minds, not only as we have seen 

here in this text.  Jesus had the ability to read their minds and to know what their thoughts were, 

but he also had the ability and the power to open their minds with understanding to the truth of 

God’s Word. 

 

The Greek word for the imagery used here is diavoino—a dividing or drawing asunder.  Drawing 

asunder all the way across.  You can picture a curtain that is covering a picture window, then you 

take that curtain and open it up all the way so that you can see everything that is on the other side 

of the window.  That is the imagery that is being used here to describe what Jesus did for them.  

Up until that point, somehow there was some kind of veil covering their minds.   

 

It was hindering their knowledge and their deep understanding of what is central in Scripture.  

And by a work of His sovereign grace, Jesus opened it and they were saying, We now see it!  We 

see all along that the Messiah was going to come and He was first going to be a Suffering 

Messiah, suffering redemptively as a substitute before entering into His glory.  Their mind were 

opened to understand the word of God.  You can just imagine how this was filling them with 

new joy in the Lord. 
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Have you had this kind of moment?  Have you had anything like this?  I pray that we all have.  

We need to ask the Lord for it.  According to the prayer in Psalm 119 that I mentioned last week, 

where the psalmist said: 

 
18

Open my eyes, that I may behold 

       wonderous things out of the law. 

 

Open my eyes.  Remove the cataracts.  Remove anything that would hinder and fog up my 

ability to see clearly what is in Your Word.   

 

I remember being a young man in my early 20s.  I had come to a place where I was drifting.  I 

was kind of out in the world after an early response to Christ in high school.  I had one foot in 

the world and one foot in the church. 

 

I am sure a lot of people were praying for me then.  I remember being at a Youth for Christ Bible 

study full of young adults.  They were a bunch of rockabillies.  They were musicians wearing all 

black shirts.  They had tattoos and long sideburns. 

 

The leader was teaching Scripture well!  I remember thinking that the Bible was getting lit up for 

me.  There is the understanding that we need to seek from the Lord because apart from the work 

of the Spirit in our lives, the Bible is going to be a closed book for us.  We will be hearing but 

not perceiving.   

 

We need to have God opening the meaning and the power of Scripture for us.  And here we see 

that Jesus did that for His disciples.  We need to pray that the Lord would keep doing that for us 

as a church so that we will see what is central; that it will be crystal-clear in our minds, in our 

eyes, and in our hearts. 

 

With the power and the joy of the message being foundational, Jesus then helped His disciples to 

understand of the Word of God is central as He said: 

 
46

…“Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 

the dead, 
47

and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
 

Here we have what is central.  Christ helped them to understand a couple of things.  Two aspects 

of Scripture were made very clear to them. 

 

Two Aspects of Scripture Made Clear: 

 

A.  The Atonement is the Central Theme. 

 

That the Son of God has come into the world to atone for the sin of His people; that He came 

with redemption in His purpose; that He died for our sins after living a perfect life of 

righteousness for us as a gift. 
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This is central.  The Old Testament anticipated it all along.  So those men were given the 

understanding that the crucifixion and the cross was contained in Scripture all along.  It was not 

an adjustment to the plan of God.  This work of redemption that the Messiah would perform for 

His people was the plan of God all along.   

 

They came to understand that the atonement is central, thus, the elect of God being brought back 

into union with God having our sins forgiven.  Second, this was made clear as Christ revealed it 

to His disciples: 

 

B. The Message of the Cross is to be Proclaimed Everywhere. 

 

The message of the crucifixion of the Christ for sinners like us; the message of His saving grace 

through that work goes everywhere. 

 

This is so amazing because I am not sure that all of us in the Twenty-first Century always 

remember and understand how offensive the topic of crucifixion was in the First Century world.  

It was like uncouth.  You did not talk about vile crucifixions.  In fact, it was a topic that was not 

brought up in the midst of a polite society.  It was a stumbling block to the Jews and an offense 

to the Greeks.   

 

Yet, according to Christ, the import of Scripture is that this message is to be proclaimed to all 

men everywhere.  The disciples were to go everywhere preaching blood atonement by the 

crucifixion of the Messiah before proclaiming His resurrection from the dead.  This is an 

awesome thing for us to see. 

 

The cross is central, brothers and sisters.  The cross is central!  As Jesus leads us into the future 

the cross is going to remain central by the grace of God among us here at Bethel Grace.  This 

message was to start in Jerusalem, then it was to proceed to the ends of the earth.  What a 

surprise to the Jewish people.  

 

Do you see that picture of that Messiah crucified?  That is the picture of what your sin has 

deserved in the sight of God. That is the picture of a gracious Savior dying to cleanse and cover 

you in righteousness. 

 

The next shockwave for the Jews was that this message was going to all the nations and that we 

would be brought together with the dividing wall of hostility between people groups removed, 

and that we would dwell together as one people of the Lord. 

 

What does God’s power do?  It brings clarity to God’s Word.  Jesus opened their eyes and minds 

to understand the Scripture as He advanced these two prominent points.  We continue.  What else 

does the power of God do?  
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2. It Brings Anointing to God’s Witnesses (24:48-49) 

 

By anointing I mean the manifestation of the presence of the Spirit of God to make them 

affective as His ambassadors.  They would not spread the message in their power, they would 

spread the message in power that comes from Heaven, as we read in Verses 48 and 49, Jesus 

said: 

 
48

You are witnesses of these things.  
49

And behold, I am sending the promise of my 

Father upon you.  But stay in the city until you are clothed with the power from on 

high.” 

 

We see that Jesus is all about clothing the people of God.  First He cleanses us by His shed 

blood, then He covers us in the clothing of His perfect righteousness.  Further, He clothes us in 

the power of His Spirit.  He clothes us.  He covers us.  He is anointing us with power to carry out 

this joyous mission that He leads us into.   

 

In Verse 40, Jesus spoke of both the promise of the Father and the power of Heaven.  The 

promise and the power are one in the same.  He is speaking of a Person.  This is the Holy Spirit.  

This is the Third Person of the Trinity.  When the Spirit came and filled the disciple’s lives, they 

would be clothed with power and would be equipped to carry out the work of reaching people 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

We too in Christ are witnesses of His saving grace.  We too are called to testify that Jesus saves 

sinners.  We do so based on the things that we have received from Him.  We share the Gospel 

and we testify to the Gospel’s work in our lives, but it is the Gospel message that saves. 

 

We have experienced this.  That is what a witness is.  A witness is a person who has experienced 

something and they tell others about what they have experienced.  In the case of the Gospel, it is 

the matter of telling others that they can be saved if they in fact will trust in Christ for 

forgiveness of sin.  Jesus empowers His people for this. 

 

Brothers and sisters, church of God, let’s take something to heart.  God is sovereign over your 

life.  This is a wonderful, wonderful thing.  God know you.  He knew you before you were ever 

born.  He knew you personally.  He has designed you.  He has created you.  His providential 

hand has placed you exactly where you are. 

 

The Lord has positioned us among the people whom we live amid.  The Lord has planted us in a 

certain environment, in a certain network, and He intends to introduce people to Christ through 

us.  The people that surround us, they are not there by accident either. 

 

They are there by the providence of God and they are positioned in such a way that they will 

have a front row seat to the Kingdom of God as it is living in our lives.  We are witnesses for 

Jesus Christ.  He wants to use us.  He intends to spread the Kingdom through us.  He is not going 

to leave us alone in that mission, because we can’t do it alone. 
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It is all about His power and His grace and His truth working through us so that, assuming that 

we are one of the vast majority who is somewhat uncomfortable with evangelism and sharing 

your faith, praise the Lord for those who are not.  They are great examples for all the rest of us.   

 

But assuming that you are one of those who feels a little bit of hesitation, it feels a little bit 

abnormal to you, understand that as you step forward into those moments where you sense the 

opportunity to share the things of the Lord with someone and do it anyway, you are being 

clothed with power from on high. 

 

You are not alone in that situation.  You understand that just like a person swimming underwater, 

you are surrounded and hemmed in by the presence of the Holy Spirit who will empower you.  

That does not mean that suddenly you are going feel like Hercules.  Probably not.  You might be 

stuttering and stumbling. 

 

However, the Spirit of God is the one who anoints with powerful, powerful moments to do His 

will.  You are not alone.  Jesus said, You will be clothed with power from on high.  So be 

encouraged that the Lord knows you.  He loves you.  He is going to use you and He has plans for 

you.  So let’s follow Jesus in this mission that He calls us to. 

 

Who are the people in your life?  Who is coming to heart?  You have a SOIL (Sphere of 

Influenced Lives).  God has planted you there.  Who do you need to be praying for by name 

every day?  Take some time with the Lord.  Pray for them.  Pray that God would be prompting 

you according to His perfect design of His perfect plan. 

 

We are His witnesses.  This comes to us from the heart of the Messiah.  One last aspect of this 

that we need to see here.  What does God’s power do? 

 

3. It Brings Worship to God’s Church (24:41, 50-53) 

 

One final display of the power of God here in the Gospel of Luke.  It is applied to the resurrected 

Lord and as this power of God is applied to the resurrected Lord, we see that it is producing 

something inside the hearts of His people.  Something explosive.  Something wonderful.  

Something that we human beings are designed for. 

 

What is it?  Let’s look and see what happened.  Verse 50: 

 
50

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  
51

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  
52

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53

and were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, here we have the marvelous ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Up to this 

point in the resurrection appearances, Jesus would just disappear and His disciples wondered 

where He went.  It was a mystery and they wondered what would happen next.  When would He 

show up again? 
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There was that kind of feel to all the other resurrection appearances.  But this one was very, very 

different.  This one provided a sense of closure and glory at the same time, because here we see 

that Jesus was taken up.  This time He ascended.  He was lifted up by the power of God into the 

sky, all the way up into Heaven.  He was lifted up with royal splendor. 

 

Jesus was being carried upward in a startling display of exaltation.  King Jesus was being lifted 

up in royal splendor and He was taken up into Heaven and into His coronation.  Brothers and 

sisters, we read this and we can understand and rejoice that the last Adam has now triumphed. 

 

The last Adam was being taken up into the glory of the Throne Room of God, where He has His 

seat at the right hand of power; there as the Triune God—God the Father, God the Son, and God 

the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is lifted high on the praises of the angels and the redeemed and Jesus took 

His place in the center of that as King Jesus.   

 

He is lifted up on high.  He is enthroned.  There He is sitting at the right hand of His Father, 

where He now intercedes for His people, aware of the strength and the anxieties in their lives. He 

is aware of the abilities that they are being given and acting upon by the Spirit.  He is aware of 

their struggle with sin.  He is aware of their frustrations and the things that keep them up at night 

and the things that make their hearts happy. 

 

Jesus is aware of all of these things and there He is at the right hand of God, exalted as King, 

praying for His people as the Spirit is sent to anoint us and empower us as we follow Christ in 

His mission.  What was their response seeing Him lifted up?  They knew something awesome 

was happening. 

 

They were looking up in the sky.  Just imagine that.  Imagine Mark Spicer sitting right here.  He 

stands up and suddenly is lifted up into Heaven.  Imagine that!  Once again, understand these 

people were thunderstruck by the things they saw.  They were not superstitious, silly First 

Century people who had a tendency to be gullible about things. 

 

There is a very important theological word I heard about that from Pastor Paul Derks.  That 

theological word is boloney!  To think about it that way is boloney.  Those people were 

awestruck as Christ was lifted up.  They were watching and watching and watching.  R.C. Sproul 

said that they were wishing that they had the Hubble Telescope, because they wanted to keep on 

watching to see where He went. 

 

If you look at what is there in Volume Two of Luke’s writing, it says that they just kept gazing 

up, watching as long as they could watch until Jesus was taken up into the clouds.  Understand 

that these are the glory clouds that appear in the pages of Scripture—the Shekinah clouds, where 

He was taken up into the presence of God. 

 

What is triggered in the hearts of the people of Christ is worship!  Understand something: the 

Jewish people of all people were strict monotheists.  They understood that there in their presence 

was Yahweh incarnate.  God with us.  The deity of their Messiah was then crystal-clear to them 

as Jesus had opened their minds to understand the wonderful things of the Lord. 
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They responded with worship.  Their hearts were worshiping the Lord.  What kind of worship 

was it?  Was it grave worship?  Was it solemn worship?  There are times for solemn worship, but 

was it morose worship?  Or was it explosive, joyful worship?  Was it gladness of heart worship?   

 

What does the text say? 

 
52

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy 
 

They returned with joy in the Lord.  So, brothers and sisters, the Gospel of Luke concludes in a 

way that is comparable to the way that it began.  Let us with hearts of affection go back to what 

we remember from the very early chapters of the Gospel of Luke.  Remember Mary who was 

with a child conceived in her from the Holy Spirit.  She understood that her cousin Elizabeth, 

who was past child bearing years, was also with child.   

 

They came together with joy in their hearts.  There was the Messiah within Mary’s womb, and 

little John the Baptist who was within the womb of Elizabeth jumped with joy.  This was a 

supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit helping that the little life in Elizabeth’s womb to 

know that he was in the presence of the Holy One. 

 

There was joy there in Chapter One.  What about in Chapter Two?  The Christmas Story.  Do 

you remember how there was joy from Heaven filling the night sky above Bethlehem as angels 

appeared before the shepherds.  These angels appeared with tidings of great joy that would be for 

all people.  Mega joy!  That joy triggered those shepherds to spring to the manger in record 

speed.   

 

Now here at the end of the Gospel of Luke, once again, we have the glory of God filling the sky 

above the Holy Land as the Messiah ascended to the Throne of Heaven.  That glory that filled 

the sky triggered joyful worship in the hearts of God’s people.  I pray that the joy that comes 

from the Holy Spirit will enter your heart too.  

 

Has anybody noticed that the world is crazy and it keeps getting crazier?  How in the church we 

need to have our eyes fixed on Jesus.  How in the church we need to keep our eyes on the One 

who died for our sin and who cleanses us by His blood and who rose from the grave and who 

ascended into Heaven and who is coming back to this earth in power and in a stunning display of 

His glory. 

 

Let’s keep our eyes on Jesus.  In the mist of the hard, painful, and difficult things in life, may 

God work among us that as we live out the mission, this place will be an oasis of peace and joy 

in the Messiah because that is His will for His church. 

 

With that I will close in prayer. 

 


